Cases with insufficient recovery-Those whose increase in hemoglobin level remained below 12.0 g per 100 ml without any conceivable cause despite iron therapy for more than 6 to 8 weeks were included in this group. Relapse occurred in 8 cases (53.3%) treated with iron therapy alone and 4 cases (26.6%) treated with the combination therapy ( Table 1) .
Cases with insufficient recovery-In 20 cases with insufficient recovery the combination therapy was begun when hemoglobin level failed to rise sufficiently following initial iron therapy. Hemoglobin levels were compared before and after the combination therapy. Increase of hemoglobin level following combination therapy was above 2.0 g per 100 ml in 10 cases (50%), 1.0-1.9 g per 100 ml in 8 cases (40%), less than 0.9 g per 100 ml in 2 cases (10%). Namely, following the combination therapy, increase of hemoglobin level from the level reached with iron therapy alone was observed in 50% of cases with insufficient recovery. 
